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        This guide will show you how to search for words or phrases in a PDF document on your Mac or PC. 
Searching for a specific word or phrase in a multi-page PDF document could be like trying to find a needle in a haystack if it weren’t for PDF Readers. 
PDF Readers like iLovePDF Desktop include a handy search function that lets you find information in PDF documents quickly and easily offline. You can use the program on any Mac or Windows PC.
Search PDF files easily in iLovePDF Desktop
PDF searching in iLovePDF is really straightforward: All you need to do is open your PDF or multiple PDF files in the PDF viewer and start typing in the search bar. All the search results will be highlighted.
The program offers a basic search function to find a word in a PDF document. In the same search window, you can also conduct a more advanced search to look for complete phrases. It isn’t case-sensitive, so there’s no need to type capital letters in the text box.
How to search a PDF for a word or phrase
To find words in a PDF on your Mac or Windows PC, first, download and install iLovePDF. Then follow the steps below:
	Open your PDF file in the iLovePDF PDF Reader.
	From the top menu bar, click on the search icon to start your search. Alternatively, use your keyboard’s Ctrl+F or Cmd+F shortcut.
	In the Find text box, type your search term, then press Enter. 
	You will see the first match of your search results highlighted. 
	To jump to the next match, click on the down-facing arrow.
	You can use the up and down-facing arrows to move between the search results.
	When you’ve finished your word search, just close the dialog box.


Tips for viewing your search results 
If you have a text-heavy document or the content is displayed in small font size, it can be quite a strain to navigate through the search results. To optimize the PDF searching experience, you can make use of iLovePDF’s different page view options:
	Zoom. Use the Zoom function to make your content larger and read PDF files easily. To zoom in, go to the menu bar and click on the plus icon or choose a zoom percentage from the drop-down menu. 

	Two-Page. To see more search results at the same time, you can select the Two Page option in the menu bar. This will change the page display so that instead of seeing one page at a time, you will see two pages side by side like a book. 


Can I search words in a scanned PDF? 
Yes, you can search for a word in a scanned PDF, but remember that the scan is an image, so it first needs to be converted to searchable text. You can do this by converting it to a Word doc using a PDF converter. For accurate results, use iLovePDF’s reliable PDF to Word tool.
After you have converted your scanned PDF to Word, you can save it as a PDF file again to search it in the offline PDF Reader.
Get more tools to edit PDF files 
The good news is that whichever PDF viewer you choose, it’s likely to have a word search function. Want to do more with your PDF file? Doubling up as a PDF Editor, the iLovePDF Desktop App also offers tools to help you edit your PDF documents.
You can convert PDF files to other Office formats, protect a PDF with a password, and even convert it to PDF/A to look after it long-term. For more PDF tools, download the iLovePDF Desktop App on your Mac or PC.
Search PDF files in iLovePDF
Free download
    


    
    
        Sicher in unseren Händen

        iLovePDF nimmt Sicherheit sehr ernst. Denken Sie daran, dass...

        	Ganz gleich welches Werkzeug Sie verwenden, wir nutzen End-to-End-Verschlüsselung, um den bestmöglichen Schutz gegen Diebstahl oder Abgriff Ihrer Dokumente zu bieten.
	Jegliches auf unser System hochgeladenes Dokument wird nach 2 Stunden automatisch gelöscht, um jeglichen unberechtigten Zugriff von Dritten zu verhindern.
	Alle unsere Server werden nach europäischen Richtlinien, die zu den weltweit strengsten gehören, gesichert.
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